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CIA Has Found Evidence
Of Attack on Qaddah |

By Bob Woodward
) . Washington Post Staff Writer . . . .

The CIA has concluded that an
assassination attempt was directed
against . Libyan leader Col.-Muam-
mar Qaddafi two months- ago- and
that, although Qaddafi was. not se-
riously injured, he probably was
nicked by a bullet in the j Jaw accord-
ing to informed officials.

Foreign news reports of the assas
sination attempt initially were dis-
missed last month, and the US.
media gave them little or no atten-
tion. But a senior government’ offi-
cial said this week that the CIA now i

has sufﬁcxenl_: evidence to. _oonﬁrm*

The offi cxal‘sald the' pIot Was ‘car- |
ried out-by some members of Qad-
dafi’s army, probably by one of more

~officers who had Just returned from
the Libyan-invasion. of*Chad,:and-’
received- no external support’ from
any foreign- oountry, including the

United States. . ¢l v MR {}
The attempt on Qaddafi’ s life was
“placed during the last two weeks of
December, _shortly after “the first
“major reports surfaced in the United
States about. “hit squads” allegedly
'sent by Libya to assassinate Presi-
dent Reagan and other hxgh-rankmg
U.S. officials. - B r”hfw
On. Dec. 6 Qaddafi denied i in an

-siders, in some cases Syrians.

ABC television .interview -that~anv-
such squads or. individuals had | been

sent. “We are sure we haven’ Lsentf

any:people. to,kill . Reagan--or -any
* other people in the world,” he said...
A weﬁ-plaoed{source has Said that

one US.' mtelhgence agency has had
" information for:several montils that

“ the Israeli intelligence service would

" like to have Qaddafi assassinated.

 Asked ' this.“ week- if- the’ flsraehs
would assassinate the leyan"l’eader,
a senior US. official said the Israelis®

would do:’so :“if they thoight - it|

would ear them' pomt&urthxs coun-
try.” Th:s'ot’ﬁcxal said he’; is*”c'ertam
the Israelis were not involved'm the
- December #ssassin);

‘radio he made mdu-ect reference to the assassma

- tegic road now being built, linking southern and
_central Libya . . . . During these two weeks there
. were many rumors. I heard: about them and we

" there thls wmter because of its sub-zero temper-
LAtUreS s . Lol Jnoua R

tioheattempt, s b5l

STAT

" That attempt occurred while Qad- |
dafi was-visiting a headquarters area
in the Libyan countryside, the offi-

_cials said. One State Department.
report in early January said that
Qaddafi had gone to Moscow for
»treatment and retumed in early Jan-

uary. -

Other sources said US mtelh-'
gence agencies had insufficient hard
information to support this conclu-
sion, and these sources said they
“doubted that Qaddafi went to Mos-

"cow during that period. :

-Initial news reports out. of Rome

: and_ Tunis said that the assassina-
“tion attempt occurred Dec: 19 and
“that an easterrrarea army command-

er, Col. Khalifa Khadir, was shot and kllled by
Qaddafi's security guards during the. attempt.

.Qaddafi’s driver reportedly. was killed m the :

shooting.

At the time of the first reports of the ammpt
Libyan embassies in various places, mcludmg Ath-
ens, denied the reports.

An unconfirmed report cumently ctrculatmg
among those with good Libyan contacts in- thxs'
country is that Qaddafi has lost confidence in his,
security forces and has replaced them with out-

Whatever may have happened in December,
Qaddafi resurfaced publicly Jan. 5 to address the
final session of the General Peoples Congras in
Tripoli. ARy
" In a rambling speech camed live on leyan

tion reports. B (,'.a:» %
He said, “Two weeks ago, went ﬁo a region m-J

side the country 1 parhcularly mspected a stra-

laughed about themalot. 2 .. .. 5@ G
“I was in that region, and it was reported that T
was in Moscow. Well, Moscow. First, I cannot go

ia
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* " “Such rumors circulate when one doesn’t speak &
on the radio. I deliberately avoided speaking on
the radio. And all of us, those who lead the rev-:
olution, deliberately aveid speaking on the radio :

or in the‘papers. Let the popular masses speak on
the radio.®

During the speech Qaddafi saxd that of the
4,000 Libyan students in the United States “30 of
these students were recruited by U.S. intelligence
and now they receive salaries from and work for
the United States.”

_ There have also been reports that as few as four

“and as many as 640 Libyans allegedly involved in
the assassination attempt have been executed.

~ US. officials say they believe that some people
have been executed, not an uncommon occurrence}

a3 the Qaddafi government goes through seeming-
ly continuous leadership changes and purges. "’

On Jan. 9 Sudan’s official news agency, SUNA,
reported that Qaddafi had to put down a coup
attempt in the eastern Libyan city of Benghazi
earlier in the month.

In the last several years Qaddaﬁ has overseen
“unsuccessful foreign adventures- in Uganda and
' Chad, from which Libyan troops were withdrawn
' recently. Their failure has made his position with
" respect to the army significantly less secure, ac-
¢ cordmg to one U.S. government analyst.

These sources also say that groups and individ-
uals who do not:like Qaddafi are emerging into an
orgamzed opposition, adding another comphcatlon !

hls hold on power. e
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